SETTING AND SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS IN 

THE NEW CHINESE AROMA HEALTHCARE DEGREE & VOCATIONAL COURSES - IFA and CHINESE COLLABORATION 2009
In January the IFA were asked by a Chinese Government Agency to work together with their National High-tech Health Industry Aromatic Healthcare Professional Committee to achieve higher standards for aromatherapy within their country. The Committee was set up in 2004 under the direct management of the China State Council to promote the development and regulation of China's aromatherapy industry. 

The key figures of the Committee are Chairman Song and Secretary-General Li. Chairman Song served in the ministries of Education and Foreign Affairs before taking up her post full-time in 2008. Secretary-General Li was an academic specialising in rural development, and had served in the Ministry of Agriculture prior to his present appointment. The Committee is titled 'Aroma Healthcare' in order to reflect the elements of traditional Chinese medicine which are to be included in the practice of aromatherapy in China.

Tammy Liu (IFA China Representative and member) was appointed to head up the Committee's Experts Council in December 2008. The Experts Council consists of prominent industry practitioners, academics and government officials from fields relevant to aromatherapy and the work of the Committee. These include traditional Chinese medicine, psychology, and the media. 
Tammy, alongside Dr Valerie Worwood (IFA member, renowned author and independent adviser) and Pauline Allen ( IFA CEO) are the only aromatherapy personal appointed to the Experts Council. An agreement was signed between the IFA and the committee on 24th January 2009 for the duration of 2 years. A successful Public Relations launch went ahead in April to promote this project which was attended by Tammy Liu and Dr Worwood.

Education and Training

The full IFA curriculum will be used as the sole benchmark in aroma healthcare for higher education and vocational training. It is important to note that practitioners without an IFA qualification, whether at the degree or vocational level, will not be licensed to practise in China. Similarly, non-IFA schools providing aromatherapy courses in China or to Chinese students will not be recognised by the Committee. The entire education and training programme will be managed centrally by Tammy Liu on behalf of the Committee.
 

Higher Education: 
the Committee will launch full-time university degree courses in aroma healthcare from September 2009. The compulsory modules will include the full IFA curriculum and traditional Chinese medicine. There will also be some additional modules that students can choose from, ranging from business studies to psychotherapy, depending on whether these modules are already being taught at universities offering the aroma healthcare degree. The degree will normally last for four academic years, consisting of around two years of theory and two years of practical/internship. Upon graduation, students will receive a Full University Degree in Aroma Healthcare and IFA Certification and be licensed to practice in China. They will also be qualified to teach aromatherapy at the higher education level in China.
 

So far, the Committee has signed agreements with the China National University of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Shanghai Jiaotong University, both top training establishments.
Vocational Training:
 the Committee will use the full IFA curriculum to train teachers and students. There will also be modules in traditional Chinese medicine. The vocational programmes will generally last no more than 18-30 months and will consist of around 12-18 months of theory and another 6-12 months of practical/internship. Upon graduation, students will receive a Diploma in Aroma Healthcare and IFA Certification and be licensed to practice in China. They will also be qualified to teach aromatherapy at vocational training level. The vocational training programme will be implemented in 100 provincial and local training centres across China. Each training centre will have a group of IFA-qualified teachers.
 

Teacher training began in March 2009 with 40 students from across China receiving intensive teacher training. They will eventually be assigned to specific provincial and local training centres.
  

The IFA's Roles and Responsibilities
The general scope of the IFA's roles and responsibilities is outlined in the cooperation agreement signed between the IFA and the Committee on 24 January 2009.   It is important to reiterate that the IFA curriculum will be used in full for both the degree and vocational programmes, and will under no circumstances be separated or deviate from its original content. 

